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Quote Week
*'So why is the budget
balanced in this budget?
It is balanced because

the negotiators assumed
that it is balanced. Only
$14 billion of the $330
billion of required de
ficit reduction comes

from policy change."
—Sriiiiii' riiuiiii r Coiiimiliec iiiouhcr

I'liil (iKiiiini /in llir Sciuilc Jlooi:
May 6. IW7
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Lott & Gingrich Surrender to Clinton

Bad Deal, Worse Leadership
Sen. Phil GrainiTi (R,-Tex.)

.said il bc.si: "lliis Ihiiig will be ^'|S|
like a dead fish. Scl il on the fll
lablc for ilirec or foiir days and J . Bp?
itwill begin lo slink." W--/. /'/

House Speaker Newt fr -y;
Gingrich (R.-Ga.) and Senalc F'-
Majority Leader Trent Lot! (R.-
Miss.) have cut a deal with Bill '

Clinton. largely ncgolialed by HHBA
House Budget Chairman John
Kasich (R.-Ohio) and Senalc
Biidgcl Chairman Pete
Domcnici (R.-N.M.), that, if
cnacicd. will gunranlcc ihtil the
.si/c, jKivvcr anci cosi of the fed-
cral gnvcnimcnt continue to
grow for at least another
decade. fl^lAH

The Gingrich-Lotl-Clinlon House Spec
deal that supposedly will bal- (righOin a
anccthe federal txidgcl in 2002 congression
is based on a nunibcr of very
shaky assuniplions: (hat the Ilesidei
economy will conlinuc to
expand nl a steady pace for the longest contin
uousperiodin the history of tiieUnitedStales,
that neither the Presidenl nor the Congress
will change their minds about the deal's prior
ities over the ncxi four years, that the next
President and ncxl two Congresses will con
sider ihcm.scivcs bound by the deal's Itix-and-
spcnding paramclcrs, and that mathematicians
in tile federal Buieau of Labor Statistics will

graciously rcdticc Ihc Con.sumer Price Index
wilhom an order from the Pie.sidcnl or a vole

of Congress compelling Ihem lo do .so.

More Taxes and Spending
Por all the talk of lax cul.s, ihc budget

will .supposedly balance in 2(X)2 by iiiciras-
iiig federal lax revenue slightly more than
federal spending is hiked.

Nonetheless, the deal increases domes
tic .spending by .$6.$ billion ncxl year alone.
That is a bigger increase than the total net
lax cut allowed over the next five years lo
the Republican congrc.ssional majority,

With Ihi.s deal the current congre.ssional
leadership admits it has no sirtilcgy—and
apparently no desire—to combat Ihc forces
of big government.

The deal was struck by Loll and
Gingrich bccaii.sc. siill remembering the
pasting the GOP took from the media in the
wake of Ihc government shutdown in 199.$,
Ihcy feared that if the budget were debated
all Slimmer long. Bill Clinton would whip
them from one end of the connlry lo the
other, demagogniiig about "educalion.
energy and the environmenl. "

Fifty years ago, conservatives faced two
great tasks. First win the Cold War. Then

House Speaker Newl Gingrich (left) and Senate Afajority l.eader Trent l^ll
(right) in a posl-hudgel-dcal discnssinii prior to a May 6 iiiecting of the GOP
congressional leadership. In their deal with President Clinion, Gingrich and
l.ntl drinonsirnfed that Ihcy have neither the strategy nor the desire to engage
the I'l i:\idenl in a national drhaie an fiindaiiiciital canserrative issues.

Bto override vciocs. it is an
admiticdiy difnciilt task lo
roll back big government.
But the longer the Repiibli-

harder it becomes to persuade

people that il must be done.
Today, if you don't work,

the federal government will
pay yon anyway. If ynu

l^^jjjflB neglcci Ihc hctillh and well-
being r>f your elderly parents.

^^^HA (»' dependent children,
the government will Itikcctire

Ihcm for yon. If ynu ate
improvident and consume for

A^^^^A >'"» should save
PAIAAH lomort'ow. Ihc govcrn-
r Trent l^if nicnt will lake from someone
of the GOP else's hard-earned savings to
•ingrich and indemnify you against the
re to engage Jcsserts of vour own

prvilTigacy.
If you build a business,

employ your neighbors, and teach your
children the di.sciplines necessary in sustain
and grow that business, the govcrnnieni
will steal il from you on your deathbed rind
transfer the proceeds from its liquidation to
federal bureaucracies such as the Fdiication

Department—that will then try lo indoclii-
nale your grandchildren in the very egali
tarian nonsense that robbed them of their

patrimony in Ihc first place.
Ciiiiliiiiit <lon I'liye H

wrestle a burgeoning federal government
back into the restraints .set for il by ihc
ConslilutioM. Reagan won the Cold War. Bui
Lot! and Gingrich have surrcndemd for the
current Republican Congrc.s.s any ho|ic of
winning the domestic one. And, in the
puKcss. they htivesunendcied the op[X)iluni-
ty lo make the conservative ca,se lo Ihc
American public.

Without it Republican President or two-
thirds inajorilics in both houses of Congress

Not One Subpoena to the White House

Thompson Politicizes Probe:
Looldng at Presidential Bid?
By John Gr/zi

When Tennessee Sen. Fred Thompson
(R.) and his Government Affairs
Committee were charged with probing
illegal foreign contribiuions and possible
access-buying involving the Clinton
Administration and the Clinton-Gore re

election effort, many conservatives
believed they had the makings of a first-
rale investigation led by a first-class
investigator.

A forriicr federal prosecutor, a savvy
lawyer, and onetime minority coim.scl lo
the Senate Watcrgtilc Committee, the .$4-
year-old Thompson apjwarcd lo be the per
fect choice lo hctid an in-dcplh prohc of
corruption that could well lead from

Beijing into the bowels of the While
House. Moreover, recalling his avocation
as an actor in 18 motion pictures and lus
widely praLscd television rebuttal to a
Clinton sjicech in 1994. Tliompson admir
ers suggested (hat his hclmsm.inship of a
nationally televised investigation would
propel him into the forefront of the
Republican presidential sweepstakes in
2000. They recalled how the televised
hearings into organized crime in 1950
made the (hcn-holdcr of Thoinpson's
Tennessee Senate seal. IX'nux;rat Flstcs

Kcfauvcr. a leading While House hojwriil
two years later.
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Rill almost four months after llic Thompson commillee
commciieed itsprcliminary investigation and before thetele
vised hearings have even begun, all such hopes have van
ished. inkeeping with his promise thai "I am not looking for
a light"—made in commencing the prolvc Jannary 28—
Thompson befoa" long conceded todemands from the com
mittee's DemcKiatic minority that the investigation be
expanded beyond its original mission of looking into "ille
gal" campaign activities tociKompiiss those that are merely
"improper,"

Inso doing. 'niom|7son gave theClinton Administration
and itsallies exactly what they wanted. Asnationally syndi
cated liberal columnist li.J. Dionne, Jr.. put it. "The Clinton
Administration wani{edl the focus to be on reforming our
wretched system for pitying for campaigns, lite more wc
talk about campaign finance reform in general, the less we
fixus on the parliciilars of the Democrats' fund-raising
ba/aarof 1996."

Tlierc have been even stronger signs of late that the
Tliompson committee is indeed focused more on thejxitcn-
lial for campaign-finance-reform legislation than on invcsti-
giiting jmssibly egregious violations of criminal law by the
Clinton While Ilouse and the Clinton-Gore reelection cITort.

Asof thebeginning of May, thecommittee hadissued 51
subixxnas—but not otie to the White House. Instead, it has
targeted its legal summon.scs ata number ofRepublican and
coitsci-vative individuals andorgani/ations ranging from the
Dolc-Kcmp Committee and the Republican National
CominitttH:(RNC) to Americans for Tax Refonn.

Siiecitically, Vhompson has targeted with subiroenas
RNC dealings with the Christian Coalition and the National
Right to Life Committee, while neglecting to subpoena the
White House for drxumcnis detailing Clinton's dealings
with convicted felon Webster Hubbell, Lippo Group
President James Riady or former Lippo executive.
Commerce official and Democratic fundraiser John Huang.

As a result, conservatives have lost confidence in
Tliompson. On Capitol Hill. Thompson and the Senate panel
areincreasingly compared unfavorably to theirHouse coun
terparts in the investigation, the Govemineni Reform and
Oversight Committee andChairman Dan Burton (R.-Ind.).

"The Senate Government Affairs Committee would be
well-advised to takeitscue fromitscompanion committeein
theHouseand focusits effortson theegregious viohilions of
law that have (xcurred under this iidministration," observed
Rep. Bob Barr (R.-Ga.), a member of Burton's panel and
himselfa fonncrfederal prosecutor. "TlicPresident's friends
inCongress andhisarmy of lawyers musi not bealJowcd to
stonewall investigations by clever manipulation of the
national media <ind cynical rhetoric about theneedfor 'bipar
tisan' refonn."

Thompson Appeases Democrats
Tliompson's apparent crumbling under criticism from

committee l>:mocrats and the liberal prc.ss is causing rum
bles of dissent among Republicans on theSenate sideof the
Hill. tcx).

inJanuary, when Thompson called fora ".sense of priori-
tics" that would focus more on the 1996 presidential race
while barely mentioning the Republicans and Congress,
IXmioerats, ledby ranking Government Affairs Committee
Member John Glenn (Ohio), began to get their backs up.
"Democrats wanted lessmoney .. . and moreopportunities
to kill the investigation with a filibuster," the Washington
Po.\i rcpoited. "if.asthey feared, the Republiciins were going
to turn it intoa partisan smearjob."

Kventually. funding for the committee was appixivcd at
$4..T^ million—far mote thanthe initial .SI million followed
by periodic requests for additiontil money that Glenn want
ed, btitfarless thtin the.$6..'i millionrequested byThompson.
Mritcover. Senate souices stiy ihiil Thompson worked within
the Republican Conference toupend Majority leader'Irent
UMt's desire to have the committee focus on "illegalities"
rather than examine the entire campaign finance system.

Following objections by Tliompson :md fellow GOP
SenatorsJohn McCain(Ariz.), SusanCollins(Maine). Arlen
Specter (Pa.) and Sam Brownback (Kan.) at a March lun
cheon oftheSenate Republican Caucus, Loti's projiosal died
and Republicans accepted an amendment by DenuKralie
Sen. Joseph Liebcmian (Conn.) tochange "illegal" to"ille
gal and improper" to dc.scrilx; the sco[x: of tlic commiltec
investigation.

As thecommitteestaffwindsup its issuing of subpoenas
and scrutinizing of dtxumcni.s and prepares for upcoming
hearing.s. huge, inexplicable holc.s areapi>caring inthe fabiic
of Thompson's investigation. Although the Democralie
National Committee (DNC). the Clinton-Gore Committee,
and such Asian money figures as John Huang and Charlie
Trie areamong the51 recipients of subpoenas, sources on
the Thompson committee staff complain that the White
House hasyet to receive a single subpoena.

"Tlic White House just tells them. 'You don't needtosub-
|x«naus, we'll give you anything you want—just wail,'" said
one senior aide to a senator on the committee. "And,just as
they (dieWhite l lousc) did twoyears agowith [Ihen-I louse
GovcmiiKiit Refomi Committee Chairman William} Clinger
IR.-Pa.] during his investigation, they stonewall and don't
coopcnitc, It's very frustrating for anyone who has detill with
the administration beforeto sec thisall happening again."

The aide suggested that the committee's fiulurc to issue
subpoeiiiis totlie While House may stem from its lack ofinves
tigators who have had previous dealings with the Clintonites.
"(aiief investigator] Mike Madigan is ii good lawyer anda
former prosecutor who woiked with Chaimian Thompson
during the Watergate investigation," the aide told Human
Evt^rrs. "But he's neverdealt with the Clintongang."

Instriking contrast. Burton's House committee asof May
6 has issued 107 subpoenas, many ofthem conccming White
House documents and personalities. Targets include such
prc,sent and past Clinton fixtures as Ivjickey Kanlor. Bruce
Lindsey, Susan Thomases, Mack McLarty, and Eiskinc
Bowles.

More to the point. Burton has issued a targeted subpoena
to the President himself, demanding that he hand over to
Congress dociitncnls detailing hisrelationships with sixpeo
ple atthe center of the Asian money scandal who have cither
tiikcn the.5lh Amendment or leftthecountry: convictedfelon
Webster Hubbell. fomicrassistant to theWliilcHouseChief
of Staff Mark Middlcton and fomicr DNC fundraiser John
Huang—all of whom have taken the Slh—and Lippo
President Riady. Trie and Pauline Kanchanalak—all of
whom have left thecountry. Burton is expected soon toask
theHouse to volecontempt charges against theWhileHouse
because the Piesidenl has defied these sub|x>ena.s. and last
week was given unanimous approval by the House
Republican Conference to doso.

'Campaigning on Their Backs'
Thompson, onthe other hand, lias put eonscrvalives. not

die White House, in the crosshairs. Wliy? Thompson-
watchers speculate that thechainiian nuiy well beselling up
hearings on these groups, iiicltiding theAmericans forTax

Republican Tennessee Sen. Fred Tliniiipson, wlia.tc Senate
cominillce investigating the Clintaii and Pcniocralicfundrais-
ingscandals hasnot issued the While House a .single subpoe
na but has put eonsen-alive groups in Us sight.s. The once
highly regarded senator ishearing rnwhles ofdiscontentfrom
Republicans ontheHouse—andSenate—sides ofCapitol Hill.

Refonn and the Christian Coalition, to advance the liberal
McCaiii-Fcingold campaign finance refonn bill. Other than
McCain. Thompson is the only Senate Republican to ctv
sfxinsor thatbill so far.

Tills ns-saiilt on eoii-senalivcs, one commiiiix .souicc .s;iid.
"isclearly oulsidc what is illegal and impro|x;r."

One of tlmsc .subpoenaed isGrovcr Norquisl. a confidant
ofHouse Speaker Newt Gingrich and head ofAmericans for
Tax Reform,which rales membersof Congressas "friends"
or "enemies" of thetaxpayer. "I look forward to testifying
before (the committee]," .sjud Norquisl, who personally
picked up his subpoena onApril 16. "1 will gladly tell the
senators and the television audience how and why wc rate
senatorsas friendsandenemiesof thetaxpayer. OliverNorth
had tremendous legal bills and stress when he was called
before hearings [onIran-Contm] in 1987. But healsohad an
opportunity totell his side ofthe story about helping freedom
fighters inCentral America."

Otlicr conscrvativas were not so magnanimous about
Thompson'.s wrgeling people not accused ofillegalities. "Fred
Tliompson mtiy well end up iicmiiiling liberals to create a
moral equivalency of informing wMers about IIk records of
congrc-ssmcn (owiiat is illegal and unetliical," fumed veteran
conscrvatiw activist Paul Wcyrich. "Hewants tocampaign for
national office on tJicback of conscn'alivc leadership."

Turn About, But No Fair Play
When the Dcinocral-dominalcd Senate created the now-

legcndtuy Watergate Coniiniltcc under the late Chaimian
SamFIrvin (D.-N.C.) inJanu.iiy 1973. it rejected Republican
atlempis tobroaden its scope to include campaign mischief
in both parties in the elections of 1964 and "68. Dc.spile
strong circumslanlial evidence that Democrats had planted a
spy in the headquarters of Republican nominee Barry
Goidwaler in 1964 and wirelapixd GOPcandidate Nixon in
'68. Democrats would iiavcnone of it. They would probe
onlywhat Ihcy considered illegalities by Nixon in '72.

Tliompson was the Republican counsel for the commit
tee. Not only has heforgotten that limi-abinit isfair play in
politics. He has also turned liis own commillee against his
own parly.
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